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File Number: 13-0865

Agenda Date: 3/12/2013  Status: DraftVersion: 1

File Type: Agenda ItemIn Control: Public Works

Title

Consider and take action on a proposed revised schematic plan for the Calder Road - Ervin to League 

City Parkway Project ST1002 (Assistant City Manager, Public Works)

Staff recommends approval.

..Background:

This is a joint project between the City and Galveston County.  The County is to be responsible for the 

design and a portion of the construction (up to approximately $3,038,000) while the City will be 

responsible for obtaining required right-of-way and covering design and construction costs that exceed 

the County’s commitment.  The project will convert Calder Road from an open ditch, rural roadway to a 

3-lane concrete curb and gutter roadway.  Roadway storm water run-off, detention and conveyance will 

be contained within a pipe system located under the new pavement, with behind the curb swales to catch 

run-off from the abutting private properties.  The typical pavement section will have two travel lanes and 

a center turn lane (similar to the existing pavement section between IH45 and FM518).  Sidewalks on 

both sides of the pavement were to be included.  A 30-inch sanitary sewer line is to be installed along the 

east side of Calder, to be bid as part of the project, with laterals to be extended from the east side, under 

Calder, to its west side.  The preliminary design by Dannenbaum Engineering indicated that an 80-foot 

right-of-way would be needed which would require 35 parcel takings.

At the public meeting held in October of 2012, the citizens made it clear that they wanted to reduce the 

amount of right-of-way takings, particularly along the west side of the project at its northerly end, so as 

to mitigate potential damages to existing mature trees.  The citizens were amenable to reducing the 

amount of proposed sidewalks if it meant less impact on right-of-way takings and on the trees.  Citizens 

also expressed their concerns about long-term mobility issues along League City Parkway in this area, 

particularly at its intersections with Calder Road and Butler Road.

In order to address the citizen’s concerns, staff requested that Dannenbaum look into:  (1) eliminating a 

portion of the sidewalk along the west side of Calder, particularly along the project’s northerly portion; 

(2) reducing the sidewalk width along the project’s easterly side; (3) reducing the travel lane widths 

along the project’s northerly end from 12-feet to 11-feet; (4) shifting the entire pavement section to the 

east along the project’s northerly end; and (5) developing a roundabout option for the Calder 

Road-Turner Road intersection.

The various exhibits attached were prepared by Dannenbaum in response to staff’s request.  If 

implemented, the right-of-way taking along the west side of Calder (along the northerly end of the 

project, but south of Turner Road) would be reduced from 15 feet to 5 feet, making that portion of Calder 

Road a 70-foot right-of-way instead of 80 feet.  The roundabout configuration helps to shift the Calder 

Road pavement section to the east and provides an additional long-term mobility improvement option.  

Additional right-of-way will be required for the roundabout option.

Staff requests Council’s approval of these schematic changes along with authorization to inform the 
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County that the City is willing to pay for the additional design service and construction costs (if any) 

associated with the changes generated from the public meeting.  Currently, sufficient funds exist to move 

forward to complete the design and acquire the right-of-way.  Funding for construction is to be discussed 

as part of the FY 2014 budget development process.
                
FUNDING
{x } NOT APPLICABLE
{  } Funds are available from Account #___________________________
{  } Requires Budget Amendment to transfer from Account #____________to 
Account # ___________________
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